
I make paintings, drawings, and sculptures to explore my fascination with the visual relationships between architecture and the natural world.   I’m particularly interested in the harmonious and/or discordant aspects of this relationship based upon the personal decisions of both professional and amateur architects and landscape designers that reflect taste in their design process.  I respond to all types of these pairings, from the manicured formal, which ties these relationships together seamlessly, to its antithesis   that seems to be governed by pragmatism or indifference.  I glean information from my observations and use them to formalize a language to address this preoccupation. 


Niwaki is a Japanese word that means “garden trees”, but more specifically refers to the manner in which you manipulate a tree to suit an aesthetic purpose than for the tree itself. I borrow both the word and philosophy for the title and visual character for this piece, exploring the refinement of the natural world to suit a specific desired effect while mixing it with the architecture it directly or indirectly complements.

Thomas Vance
